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THE IRVING BACHELLER ESSAY CONTEST
IN FLORIDA HISTORY
[The annual Irving Bacheller Essay Contest in Florida History, in which the Society has been interested since its inception,
was held last month. This is open to all students of Florida high
schools. The subject chosen was “Historic Landmarks in my
County.” The Contest is under the wing of Rollins College and
is carried out by a state-wide committee with Professor A. J.
Hanna, chairman. President Chase of the Society presided,
and Dr. Kathryn T. Abbey, vice-president, addressed the gathering on "Advancing Florida’s Past.” Because of their historical
value and excellence, and as evidence of the interest the Society
feels in the Contest, the QUARTERLY is glad to publish both winning
essays. - Ed.]

BRADEN CASTLE
BY THELMA GRAY

Bradenton High School
Almost a century has passed since a wagon train
of brave pioneers broke the stillness of the Florida
wilds. Included in this caravan was a well-known
Virginian, Dr. Joseph Braden, who, with his family,
was seeking a location suitable for permanent settlement.
In 1840 he built a homestead near the point of
Wares’Creek. Greatly attracted by a spot made
lovely by its stately oaks, palms, and sloping knoll,
he abandoned his homestead to make a home near
the concourse of the Manatee and Braden Rivers.
Overcoming many difficulties, the builders completed Braden Castle in 1850. There are many varying stories concerning the materials used in the
construction of the building. Dr. Braden chose a
material which was cheap, easily secured, and durable. Large shells from the near-by river were
crushed and mixed with sand to form a kind of
cement.
The original construction was square. Promising
protection against raiding Indians, the walls of the
Castle were twenty inches or more in thickness. At
the time of construction, numerous holes were made
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in the walls. These holes have given rise to many
mythical stories, but in reality, they were used in
defence against Indians, guns being fired through
them.
There were two stories, and a large porch ran the
complete length of the structure. Each story consisted of four rooms, all square and of the same dimensions, twenty feet by twenty feet. Spacious halls
connected the rooms, and there were four chimneys,
suggesting the lavish hospitality for which the
Castle soon became famous.
From the time of its construction to the present
day, Braden Castle has played an important part in
the history of Manatee County.
In the year 1855, the comparatively friendly relations which had existed between the white settlers
and the Indians were severed. In January, 1856,
the Manatee section learned that Billy Bowlegs was
on the rampage. In February, the Seminoles made
their memorable attack on Braden Castle.
Dr. Braden was entertaining two prominent. citizens of Tallahassee when a frightened negro servant excitedly told him that Indians were outside the
castle. At first, Dr. Braden believed the Indians to
be local ones merely wishing to frighten him; but
when the Indians opened fire, he realized the seriousness of the attack. Finally defeated at the plantation, the Indians retreated to the negro quarters
where they took six negroes and three mules.
After this attack on Braden Castle, the community was in an uproar of fear and excitement.
When Fort Branch became over-crowded with
frightened refugees fleeing from the Indians, Dr.
Braden’s home was made a retreat.
Far removed from the battle scenes of the Civil
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War, the Manatee community experienced none of
the war’s real terrors. In August, 1864, the Federal
schooner Stonewall sailed up the river, and its crew
destroyed a grist mill near Braden Castle. The
Castle itself went unharmed during the war.
When Dr. Braden moved to Texas, he transferred
his holdings to Daniel Ladd. Mrs. Mary Pelot purchased the Braden tract for the sum of $2,000. She
sold Braden Castle and 320 acres of surrounding
land to her parents, General and Mrs. Cooper.
General Cooper made the old castle his residence
until his death. As the years passed, he made a
number of improvements. He attached a frame
look-out, with dimensions about ten feet by five feet.
This look-out increased the attraction of the already
popular home. Under the shade of the majestic
oaks, many community affairs took place.
General Cooper’s death marked the closing scenes
of life around this historic place. As development
moved onward and away, the peaceful calm of the
old Castle was not broken except for visitors who
were charmed by the beauty of the locality.
In 1903, fire accomplished what the Indians had
vainly attempted. The fire completely destroyed
the wooden part of the castle, leaving only the walls.
There are many legends and traditions built
around this picturesque ruin. Some narrators claim
that there was once a fortress on this site, occupied
by pirates who buried their treasure near there.
Numerous excavating parties have had enough trust
in these stories to dig for the treasure in the vicinity
of the ruins of the Castle.
In 1924, a group of men laid the foundation of the
modern tourist camp near the site where the castle
once stood. Today the historic ruins of Braden
Castle are surrounded by an active community life.
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